
Who is CELDF? 
CELDF — the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund — is a 

grassroots organization working for social/environmental justice, the rights 

of nature, and the reintegration of people into viable communities via 

self-determination. For 30 years, CELDF has provided honest and practical 

support to communities and forward-thinking local governments on a wide 

range of community issues. Our innovative, internationally-recognized work 

is grounded on building community resistance and resilience to unchecked 

corporate power which is destroying our planet and our communities.

LEGAL 
CELDF provides pro bono and low-cost legal 
assistance to grassroots groups, academics, 
and governments seeking to expand legal 
protections for ecosystems, human and 
environmental rights, labor rights, houseless 
folks, as well as other social and economic 
justice rights.

•	 Assistance with drafting rights-based laws
•	 Legal research and education
•	 Consultation and litigation support

CONSULTATION
We focus on direct relationships with 
communities and individuals facing 
environmental and social harms, many of 
whom are frustrated by their lack of democratic 
decision-making power. Together with people, 
organizations, and movement builders, we 
step away from failed strategies like regulatory 
permit appeals, pleading with electeds for 
protection and instead assist in strategizing 
and organizing ways to assert popular will for 
community health and justice through rights of 
nature, direct action, and building alternatives 
towards right relationships with each other and 
with nature.

Who we partner with:
•	 Community groups 

•	 Land defenders and water protectors

•	 Indigenous communities

•	 Academics 

•	 NGOs and other agencies 

•	 Lawyers  

•	 Elected and non-elected members of  
local, state and federal governments 

•	 Journalists and media
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CONTACT INFORMATION

The first step is to contact CELDF. Once we receive your message,  
we’ll reach out to you and set up a call to learn more and discuss  
your specific needs. From there we will make an assessment of 
how we might be able to help.

celdf.org 

EDUCATION

Action is likely to be ineffective without 
strategy. The goal of CELDF’S educational 
program is to provide context, historical lessons, 
concrete skills, and strategies to effectively plan 
and carry out specific campaigns and long-
term culture transformation. Our educational 
offerings aim to challenge common assumptions 
and beliefs, and create a framework for taking 
action. In other words, facing some hard Truths 
and then beginning to Reckon with those Truths.

Educational topics:
•	 Understanding government and legal systems

•	 Corporate “rights” and how they impact  
your community

•	 Nature’s rights as a new path forward

•	 Movement building and analysis of the past  
and present

•	 Community organizing techniques and direct  
action tactics and strategies

We offer both in-person and virtual training.

COMMUNITY RESISTANCE + RESILIENCE

(CR+R)  In the face of crumbling democratic 
institutions, rising authoritarianism, increasing 
wealth disparity, and accelerating global climate 
and ecological breakdown, our communities 
must be prepared. Our CR+R program works to 
bring together coalitions and alliances to assert 
popular power, resist destructive projects and 
policies, and build alternative communities.

Examples of issues CELDF can assist with 
include: lawmaking, mutual aid, alternative 
media outlets, local food systems, protest 
organizing, campaign strategy, direct action,  
and more.

CELDF’s ecosystem of partnerships includes:
•	 Partner-Advisors: Key allies helping guide CELDF’s 

strategic vision and what we do

•	 Action Partners: A nationwide network of 
individuals + organizations ready and willing  
to assist communities in fighting off corporate 
harm and creating alternatives

•	 Information Partners: CELDF vetted resources, 
trainings, and educational materials from  
trusted sources and accessible via an online 
library. 

“You can’t go back and make a new 
start, but you can start right now  
and make a brand new ending.”  

James R. Sherman
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