FAQ About the Great Lakes and New York Waters Bill of Rights

Why should YOU support this bill?

All life, human and non-human needs healthy water. Neither you nor the ecosystem you live within can be
healthy if the water you consume is laced with poisons. We can try to separate ourselves and our health from
the ecosystems that we live in and are a part of. But drinking treated water and water in plastic bottles lulls us
into believing we are safe, and it’s not true. For every permit issued that allows a specific amount of toxins or
poisons into the waters of NY, we are allowing those toxins into our communities, our children and our own
bodies. Filters and bright packaging don’t protect us from unregulated toxins at all, and government permits
legalize poisoning the water at “tolerable” levels. Rights of nature laws are not just about the legal changes that
must eventually happen; they are also about cultural change that helps people overcome their denial of a simple
fact: we are part of nature and what we do to nature we do to ourselves.

Doesn’t NY already have strict environmental protection laws and even a constitutional amendment?

Yes, we do have many environmental laws, but they are deficient in several ways. First, they are based on
“regulating” the harms done to the environment and not “prohibiting” the harms. We are now living with the
cumulative effects of slowly regulating how much destruction can be done to nature and the environment. We
have enough data and experience to know something has to change. So many of our ecosystems and waters are
in worse shape now than they were 50 years ago when government began regulating the rate of environmental
destruction. One example is the amount of plastics in the Great Lakes and how much of those plastics are now in
our bloodstreams and bodies. According to EPA data 50% of US Rivers and streams and 55% of US Lakes are too
polluted for swimming, fishing or drinking. As the human population grows, the regulated rate of ecological
destruction increases too. Can we afford to continue down this path?

The other deficiency with current environmental laws is that they are all based on separating humans from the
rest of the ecosystem. Our laws can only see nature as property to be owned and used by humans for economic
reasons. Resource extraction benefits a few off-site owners and investors while harming the community,
including the local ecosystem and the watersheds. The Great Lakes and NY Waters and the people who want to
speak for them are invisible to the system of law we have now. This bill would take off the legal blinders and
make the necessity of nature’s health to our own crystal clear in the eyes of the law.

What Rights would this bill recognize for the Great Lakes and NY Waters?

e Non-negotiable rights to exist, persist, flourish, naturally evolve, regenerate and be restored by those
responsible for the harm.

e The natural environment, including each ecosystem and every watershed within the State of New York
will possess the right to a clean and healthy environment.

e The natural environment will finally have a right to be free from being poisoned.

e The Great Lakes and NY waters will have inherent rights that free them from human greed through
monetization, including carbon trading, privatization by natural asset companies, ecosystem services,
and genetic patenting.



What rights would this bill recognize for NY residents?

The people within the State of New York will possess the right to a clean and healthy environment.

The people will finally have a right to be free from being poisoned.

The people will be recognized as part of their local ecosystems, thus will have legal standing to speak in
the name of and on behalf of their local environment, watershed, and ecosystems.

The people will have unpreeempted authority to enact local laws that protect the people and
environment within their local jurisdiction from violations of the rights enumerated, including stricter
regulations than those of the state, up to and including prohibitions and bans.

Who could be responsible for violating the bill?

Any person (corporations are persons under current law) violating the rights secured by this bill.
Any government or agency that issues a permit, license, privilege, corporate charter, or other
authorization to a person or business entity that would violate the prohibitions of this law.

Who can enforce the law if passed?

The State Commissioner
Residents living in the affected ecosystem, either individually or through their local government.
County and municipal governments.

How can people support this law?

Contact your State Representative and Senator letting them know that you want them to sign on to
support the bill and co-sponsor it. Bill AO5156A

Share this information with others in your community and beyond

Contact Representative Patrick Burke and let him know you support the bill

communications142 @nyassembly.gov.

Sign on to this Support Letter for the Bill

Educate yourself about the growing Rights of Nature Movement



https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicr7z01tbh5gzfbW6slqqzm2UtX4fPSX1bGSMyOVR83jdsuZwo5r-mP96LzkeHJjHxY2ZI85a_89QPU1beEudA9GEvTTvDLlhpG8gTuFymaTUMiaz2_eUAiQqdNyW15-aNr-eqcwI8ccOz62mlSiFGfgwxHonmAqhwtYYg6Qem4vU_6tetPadsEzydDdxKXCYlhZU_-Th0n87Xntrn0a8oybX0junyGcCakZmO062uncIuiDhZ8D5GpPLicNsb_epDef3QOl1-g8bgvTjmqte9t12LB915lHtN9KL0fG4fCpK/4gx/bc3OJdXaRRuKFDMY8luw4g/h6/h001.urQwZWS8W-LpJl7TRlzdZ1PLK9-ZgxVkj1nRBgM7Ubk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMaBBhi4ae3seNsa_7EBIP6_uUgiPnyg1hUUWK4ePernCoT87So2MHckaVPtibmBumXNx2w6fNMwL0S3YhVD0fGXbVfWgClPbHvb7LCPpXUEgiOSLqSKiuXKPdsikLDj9H7oDZtOJrOQkqiyxxsUX5vKq6H_zuWPUIPTmJbz_ZaRhMAIU-qjy06f8HWMFgo8b4dp1WbrGocyKFDxWpVHjZoVys7EqmdKi52d4IwjizYmKSLE2k29Cc-CmFu-EuBcLzRZtFywikE7dLXz-O_2Yic60tyOeFrcM2LYb1bgShSzl/4gx/bc3OJdXaRRuKFDMY8luw4g/h7/h001.moTCgqOQ-xZctRjhgsyZP1JLDjbb06jaUwc-ft1-waw
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A05156&term=2025&Summary=Y&Text=Y
mailto:communications142@nyassembly.gov
https://forms.gle/rGwrjhZH1SFUCBsAA
https://celdf.org/rights-of-nature/

